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What  theTraffic  Costs  Our  Country 


When  once  our  country  understands  the  character  and  extent  of 
our  “Liquor  Bill”  the  “Traffic”  will  be  brought  to  a most  abrupt  end. 
The  traffic  lives  becauseof  the  terrible  ignorance  which  prevails  re- 
garding its  deadly  work. 

1 .—The  Cost  in  Gold. 

Canada’s  “Drink  Bill”  is  about  $77,000,000  per  year  or  about 
$10  per  head. 

Great  Britain’s  “Drink  Bill”  is  $800,000,000  or  about  $18.55 
per  head — about  50%  more  than  her  material  revenue. 

United  States  “Drink  Bill”  is  about  $2,174,766,955  or  about 
$25  per  head. 

Revenue. 

Canada’s  revenue  from  Liquor  is  about  $2,000,000. 

A Canadian  judge  says  her  loss  in  efficient  labor  is  $75,000,000. 
Add  to  this  a direct  cost  of  $77,000,000. 

Add  to  this  80%  of  what  crime  costs  us. 

Add  to  this  the  cost  of  poverty,  etc. 

Subtract  $2,000,000 

How  long  will  our  Statesmen  and  Publicists  permit  it. 

2.  The  Cost  in  Crime. 

Bn  England  Fous’-fifths  Per*  Cent. 

Sir  Matthew  Hale,  Lord  Chief  Justice,  said  : “By  due  obser- 
vation I have  found  that  if  the  murders,  manslaughters,  the  burg- 
laries and  robbers,  the  riots  and  tumults,  the  adulteries  and  forni- 
fications,  rapes  and  enormities  that  have  happened  were  divided 
into  five  parts,  four  of  them  would  be  the  issue  and  product  of 
excessive  drinking.” 

In  Iceland  SO  PeryGent. 


Judge  Rearfoul,  of  one  of  the  chief  criminal  courts  of  the 


British  Empire,  speaking  in  Belfast,  said  : “After  an  experience  of 
seven  years,  80%  were  prisoners  as  a result  of  strong  drink.” 

In  Scotland  90  Per*  Cent. 

At  the  Twelth  International  Congress  on  Alcoholism  held  in 
Eondon,  Lieutenant  Colonel  McHardy  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  said 
that  90%  of  the  crimes  of  the  former  Scotch  Capital  were  due  to 
the  use  of  alcohol. 

In  United  States  84  Per  Cent. 

Hon.  Carrol  D.  Wright,  Chief  of  the  “Bureau  of  Statistics  at 
Washington”  having  investigated  16877  cases,  declares  that  a total 
of  84%  of  all  criminal  cases  are  due  directly  to  the  influence  of  liquor. 

In  Canada. 

The  Report  of  the  Ontario  Prison  Commissions  (07-08)  says  : 
Alcohol  does  more  than  any  other  cause  to  till  the  jails,  and  it 
unquestionably  does  much  to  recruit  the  ranks  of  the  criminal 
classes.  Of  11893  committed  during  ’89  throughout  the  province 
no  less  than  4777  w7ere  charged  wuth  being  drunk. 

Of  the  cases  disposed  of  in  the  city  of  Toronto  3 were  cases  of 
drunkenness. 

In  the  World  69  Per  Cent. 

The  Sixth  International  Prison  Congress  held  at  Brussels,  Bel- 
gium, August  1900,  in  reporting  on  “Alcohol  and  Crime”  stated  that 
^bout  69%  of  the  world’s  cpme  was  committed  through  drink. 

3. — Cost  to  Homes. 

Lord  Gorell,  Judge,  and  President  of  the  “Divorce  Court,”  in 
moving  a proposition  in  the  “House  of  Lords”  this  year,  to  confer 
upon  the  “County  Courts”  a limited  jurisdiction  in  dealing  with 
divorce  and  matrimonial  cases,  made  the  following  striking  state- 
ment,— “Were  the  drink  abolished,  divorce  courts  would  readily 
close  their  doors.” 

Murder. 

In  one  of  our  fairest  towns  in  Ontario  a mall  killed  his  wife  and 
two  daughters,  perpetrating  his  crime  in  the  dead  of  night  when 
the  innocent  victims  were  asleep,  giving  them  no  chance  to  defend 
themselves,  The  brother  of  the  criminal  at  the  trial,  under  oath, 


declared  that  the  prisoner,  his  brother,  was  a moral  degenerate 
through  drink. 

Justice  Lemieux,  of  Quebec,  Says  s 

“Out  of  a total  of  23  murderers  whom  I defended  as  a criminal 
law}^er,  seventeen  were  brought  to  the  dock  through  alcohol.” 

What  does  this  mean  to  mothers  and  wives  ? 

4. — The  National  Cost. 

Bishop  Roy  of  Quebec  says  : “X  assert,  and  my  assertion  is 
based  on  carefully  compiled  statistics,  that  during  the  last  fifty 
years  alcohol  has  killed  a quarter  of  a million  of  French  Canadians, 
and  I challenge  contradiction  on  that  point.” 

Who  can  calculate  what  such  a loss  means  ? What  does  this 
mean  to  the  ranks  of  every  profession  and  trade  throughout  our  land  ? 

Who  will  compute  the  loss  to  other  Provinces  and  tongues  ? 

How  long,  O Ford,  how  long  ? 


